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Agenda
○ Developing literacy routines
○ Key principles
○ Close reading of complex text
○ Writing
○ Word study
○ Differentiation
○ Parent Resources
○ Benchmark Universe Online Platform
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Instructional 
Shifts

Benchmark Advance resources were built to 

support the College and Career Ready Standards 

for Literacy. 

Key instructional shifts are: 
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● Regular practice with grade level, complex text

● Using text evidence in reading, writing, 

listening and speaking

● Building content knowledge

● Oral Language Comprehension



Building Routines

Each grade will begin the 
school year with Review 

and Routines 

(15-20 days)



5

The Review and Routine Section of the 
Benchmark Curriculum:

● Bridge ideas learned previously to the 
new school year
○ Establishing Routines

○ Read Aloud and Book Discussions

○ Word Work

○ Independent Reading

○ Writing

○ Independent Writing

● Help students build stamina
● Foster independent reading and 

thinking



Review and 
Routines 

Provide Practice 
with  

Collaborative 
Conversations

○ Address Speaking and Listening Standards

○ Partner Turn & Talk 

○ Accountable Talk & Active Listening
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Lots of

Anchor 

Charts!

○ Group Roles- Book Discussions 

◦ Discussion Facilitator

◦ Scribe

◦ Timekeeper

◦ Encourager

◦ Summarizer

◦ Presenter

○ Discussion Prompts



Additional Skills 
Addressed 

during Review 
and Routines

○ Word Study

◦ K: Letter formation

◦ K-1: Phonological Awareness 

◦ 1-2: Phonics patterns

◦ 3-5: Syllable patterns, vowel teams, suffixes, etc.

○ Using Chromebooks- 1:1 Technology

○ Transitions and Working in Small Groups

○ Shared Reading/Interactive Read-Alouds
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Key Principles of 
Benchmark 

Advance



Vertically Aligned Standards

9



Vertically Aligned Standards
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Teaching for Transfer

Week 1:

Teachers model and 
guide with “short 
reads.”

Weeks 2-3: 

Students build 
knowledge and apply 
their learning with 
“extended reads.”

Backward- 
Mapped
Design

Mastery over Time

○ Skills repeat across 
the year

○ Content spirals 
across the grades

○ Focus on mastery by 
the end of the year, 
not after each lesson
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Three-week units built around content topics



Close Reading of 
Complex Text- 

Interacting with 
the Text



Close Reading in Benchmark Advance
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In grades K-1, shared reading 
allows students to interact with 
texts as a first step toward 
close reading and annotation.

In grades 2-5, students 
annotate each text and take 
notes in the margins as they 
read closely to answer 
questions and gather evidence.



Annotation Symbols
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Multiple Purposes for Rereading
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Writing



Writing to 
Sources- 
Process 

Consistently 
Taught Across 

the Grades

○ Writing mini-lessons: explicit teaching 
and modeling

○ Focus on using text evidence to support 
an idea or opinion

○ Students write informational, opinion, and 
narrative texts based on one or more 
sources

○ Builds up to extended research and 
process writing

○ Conventions of language lessons
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Writing Plan for the Year (per grade level)
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Every BM Advance unit in every grade support writing in response to reading, writing to sources, and process 
writing.



Foundational 
Skills/ 

Word Study



Literacy 
Foundations for 

Reading 
Complex Text
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Phonics/
Vocabulary

○ Students K-6 work 
with phonics and 
vocabulary.

○ Explicit teaching of 
academic vocabulary 
builds content 
knowledge

○ Learning to use 
context clues allows 
students to derive 
their own meaning
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Grade 3 Phonics Skills

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tkcGRClO3ZrwtYIzf7hlGLLgvIgIDr6Z/view?usp=sharing


Phonics/
Vocabulary
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Grade 5 Phonics SkillsGrade 4 Phonics Skills

Students also work with 
words that practice the 
phonics patterns for the 
week.  Foundational 
Grades on the report card 
come from this part of the 
weekly Benchmark 
lessons. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xRhQGVGG2CHOlF-q78p4kcfwxzZZYEYp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UMaAWuliz9--k4JmDSgXxOK4Q8iUIb9V/view?usp=sharing


Differentiation



English 
Learners

○ Integrated English Language 
Development in every lesson

◦ Light support

◦ Moderate support

◦ Substantial support

○ Separate ELD lessons designed for 
English learners with the grade level text

○ “Amplified” texts provide picture support 

○ Sound-Spelling Cards and videos

○ Think-Speak-Listen Flip Book
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Striving Readers

○ Teacher can read text aloud

○ Students read with partners 

○ All texts are online on Benchmark 
Universe with text-to-speech available

○ “Amplified” texts scaffold the grade level 
complex text

○ Small group instruction with texts on 
students’ reading levels

○ Intervention programs for foundational 
skills and comprehension
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Benchmark 
Advance 

Enrichment

○ Challenge activities built into many 
lessons

○ Literature circles

○ Small group instruction with texts on 
students’ instructional reading levels

○ Inquiry Projects in each unit (ex. Gr. 3, Unit 2)

◦ Write and record a Reader’s Theater based on a 
Native American myth

◦ Create a public service announcement encouraging 
people to save water

◦ Research the Gold Rush and publish an 1849 
newspaper 
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EQ: How do 
our actions 

influence 
our lives?



Novel Studies- 
Benchmark 

Advance 
Enrichment

Novel Studies: Several novel studies have been developed by 
Montgomery County Public Schools for advanced readers in grades 
2-5.  
○ The novel studies are for small group instruction to provide 

in-depth learning experiences that support literacy growth for 
students reading beyond their grade level.  

○ The novels and instruction have gone through a rigorous review 
of several departments within Montgomery County Public 
Schools and focus on diverse and inclusive characters and 
authors by highly respected and award-winning authors. 
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Grade 2: 
● Bad Kitty for President 

by Nick Bruel,
● Freedom in Congo 

Square by Carole 
Boston Weatherford,

● Lola Levine is Not 
Mean! by Monica 
Brown, The Amazing 
Life of Azaleah Lane 
by Nikki Shannon 
Smith

Grade 3: 
● Danny Dollar Millionaire 

Extraordinaire - 
● The Lemonade Escapade 

by Ty Allan Jackson, 
● How Tia Lola Came to 

Visit by Julia Alvarez,
● What Color Is My World?: 

The Lost History of 
African-American 
Inventors by Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, 

● Where the Mountain 
Meets the Moon by Grace 
Lin

Grade 4: 
● Finding Langston by 

Lesa Cline-Ransome,
● Song for a Whale by 

Lynne Kelly, 
● Stef Soto, Taco Queen 

by Jennifer Torres, 
● The Night Diary by 

Veera Hiranandani

Grade 5: 
● Counting By 7s by 

Holly Goldberg Sloan, 
● Stella by Starlight by 

Sharon Draper, 
● Turning 15 on the 

Road to Freedom by 
Lynda Blackmon 
Lowery, 

● Zane and the 
Hurricane by Rodman 
Philbrick



Who 
Participates in 
BMA 
Enrichment?

● Any Student demonstrating a need for enriched 
and accelerated instruction.

● Students with Performance data indicating 
potential for more complex learning experiences.

● Students exhibiting motivation, readiness, and 
interest in challenging topics of study.  

● At PBES, all students are exposed to the Inquiry 
Projects both in class and in the Media Center for 
each unit.  Students complete the work based 
on their interest level and ability.
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Where Can I 
Find More 

Information?
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Sample Daily 
Schedule
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Grade 3 Benchmark Advance Literacy Schedule

Interactive Read Aloud (10 min)

Reading Mini Lesson Whole Group  (15 min)

Small Group #1 (15-20 min) 

2nd Reading or Word Study Mini Lesson Whole Group (15 min)

Small Group #2 (15-20 min)

Small Group #3 (15-20 min)

Writing Mini Lesson  (15 min)

Independent Writing (20 min)



Assessment



Assessment/
Grading
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Benchmark Advance Assessments

○ Four Interim Assessments required by MCPS

○ Unit assessments required by the school

○ Weekly assessments optional

○ Built-in formative assessments

Grading

○ All grade levels will now report Foundational 
Skills (word study)

○ Not all measurement topics are assessed 
every quarter (varies by grade level)



Benchmark 
Universe- Online 

Platform



● Student logs in with 
ID and password

● Select MCPS 
Resources in top left

● Select Benchmark 
Universe from the 
drop-down menu

● Select Sign in with 
Google
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Benchmark Universe is accessed through Google Chrome



Student Dashboard
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Assignments
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Spiral 
Curriculum

Mastery over 
Time

37



Parent 
Resources



Home-School Connections Letter and Calendar
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Example from
Grade 3, Unit 2

Grade 3

Grade 1

Many teachers use the Benchmark Resources to create their newsletters.



Thanks!
Any questions?
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